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Focus 

1) Fully understand Open Educational Resources, the 
facts and myths surrounding them, and worldwide 
use trends; 

2) Find and identify quality, free and useful Open 
Educational Resources; 

3) Develop your own Open Educational Resources and 
manage development projects. 

4) Deal with copyright requirements; and 

5) Explore worldwide best practices; 



1. Open Educational 
Resources:  

Facts & Myths surrounding them 
& worldwide use trends 
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OER 
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Changing OER 
• Mixing – a new resource 

• Adaption – multiple contexts 

• Extraction – remove assets 

• Localisation – change to suit 

• Translation  - other language 

• Reuse/Repurpose 
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Some rights reserved 

Attribution 

ShareAlike 
Non-commercial 

No derivatives 

11 



• Avoids automatic copyright restrictions. 

• For different countries, languages 

•  Licence generator (human, legal, machine) 

• Others can copy or change without permission 

• Authors rights; some freedoms restricted  

• Attribution, Reuse, Commercial, Changes 

12 



• http://creativecommons.org/choose 
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Why OER? 

• DRM (digital rights management) 
•  Digital licenses 
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DRM (Digital Rights Management) 

You CANNOT 
• Copy & paste, annotate, highlight 
• Text to speech 
• Format change 
• Move material  
• Print out 
• Move geographically 
• Use after expiry date 
• Resell 
 



• DRM restricts our 
freedom  
 
• Can we not own & 
control our own 
property? 
 

 

But our device is our 

PROPERTY 

Nielsen.com 
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Swiss-copyright.ca 
18 



Digital Licenses 
•Copy & paste, annotate, highlight 
• Text to speech or hyperlink 
• Format change 
• Move material to another computer 
• Print out 
• Move geographically 
• Use after expiry date 
• Resell 

• Prohibited to show your content to others  
•  Must accept that you have NO rights 

•  Owners have NO liability even if product doesn’t work 
• Owners can “invade” your computer without permission 
• Collect & use personal data 
•  User has a “privilege” to use the product not own it 
 



Open ETextbooks 
 

•Copy & paste, annotate, highlight     √ 
• Text to speech or hyperlink  √ 
• Format change    √ 
• Move material to other computer  √ 
• Print out     √ 
• Move geographically   √ 
• No expiry date    √ 
• Reuse/Remix/Mash   √ 
 

•Retain privacy and digital rights √√ 
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Access Rights? 
Vendors can control how, when, 
where, and with what specific 
brands of technological 
assistance audiences are able to 
access content 
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•  student owns nothing, can share 
nothing, save nothing, sell nothing 
• subscription ends – ALL ends 
•publishers own student data, notes, 
highlights 
• students can’t transfer data 
 
 

Commercial Learning Service  
or Rent-a-book 
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 US Version      per month 
+20 000 movies      $  7.99 
 
+45 000 TV shows     $  7.99 
 
+15 000 000 songs     $  9.99 
 
     TOTAL    $25.97 
 

ONE Biology text     $20.25 
       
 -David Wiley 
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Myths: Fear 
• Competition 

• Loss of students/jobs 

• Loss of revenue/control 

• Criticism by peers 

• lack of economic models  

• Accountability  

  

 

With Paul Stacey 
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Barriers: Confusion 
• Business model 

• How open licences work  

• Collaboration strategies  

• Autonomy 

• Evidence of effectiveness  

• Terminology (OA,OER, PD etc.) 
With Paul Stacey 
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Myths: Effort 
• Finding OER? 

• Finding quality resources?  

• How it saves time or money? 

• Specific academic contexts?  

• Localisation? 

With Paul Stacey 
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Facts: Special Interests 

• Publishers  

• Copyright collectives 

• Textbook authors $$$ 

• “Not invented here”  

•  Copyright officers 

• ???? 
With Paul Stacey 
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Research publications Learning materials 
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Cost considerations of OER 

• OER are FREE  

• No unnecessary duplication 

• Sharing reduces costs of 
development  

• Removes costs of copyright 
clearance 

• Engages open communities 
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Cost considerations of using 
commercial content 

• Developing and improving curricula. 

• Ongoing programme and course design 

• Planning of contact sessions with students 

• Development of learning materials 

• Design of effective assessment  
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Cost considerations of using 
commercial content 

• Don’t exclude commercial content 

• Use “fair dealing” 

• Be careful integrating commercial content 
with open  
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3. Find & identify quality 
free & useful OER 
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French OER 
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http://www.unesco.org/new/fr/communication-
and-information/access-to-knowledge/open-
educational-resources/ 
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http://www.ocwconsortium.org/courses
/language/French/ 
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http://ariadne.cs.kuleuven.be/finder/ariadne/ 

* Erreurs actuellement 
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http://cursus.edu/ 
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http://oer.avu.org/handle/123456789/89 

• English 
• French 
• Portuguese 
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http://fr.wikiversity.org/wiki/Accueil 
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Sankoré 
http://sankore.org/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pour les écoles 
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http://sankore.org/


Creative Commons France 

Ressources éducatives sous licence CC, 
en français 
 
 

Sésamath 
http://manuel.sesamath.net/ 
 
Université En Ligne  
http://www.uel.education.fr/consultation/presentation/index.html 
 
Sillages ressources pour les classes préparatoires  
http://sillages.info/ 
 
Les Universités Numériques Thématiques  
http://www.unit.eu/fr/enseignant/unt 
 
Francophonie 
http://www.francophonie.org/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.francophonie.org/ 
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4 au 7 février 2013 à Moncton (Canada-
 Brunswick) 
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TOP TEN leads for finding 
OER 

DiscoverEd 

OER Dynamic Search Engine 
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Open Access Textbooks 

http://www.openaccesstextbooks.org/ 
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http://www.openaccesstextbooks.org/


MIT original 
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Cnx.org 
Rice University 
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Cnx.org 
Rice University 

48 



+60 full courses 

http://www.saylor.org/courses/bus103/ 
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http://www.saylor.org/courses/bus103/


http://open.bccampus.ca/open-textbook-
101/where-to-find-open-textbooks/ 
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http://wiki.creativecommons.org/Fre
e_to_Learn_Guide 

Policies for community colleges 
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https://www.google.com/cse/home 
cx=009190243792682903990:e40rcqv1bbo 

 University Learning = OCW+OER = Free 
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https://www.google.com/cse/home


http://iiscs.wssu.edu/drupal/csoer_collec
tions 
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https://oerknowledgecloud.com/ 
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MERLOT  
www.merlot.org/merlot/index.htm 
 
The National Repository of Open Educational 
Resources  India 
http://nroer.in/home 
 
Siyavula  South African repository K–12  
http://projects.siyavula.com/technology-
powered-teaching 
 
Wikiversity  
www.wikiversity.org 
 
Creative Commons  
http://creativecommons.org/education 
 

Academic Earth  
http://academicearth.org 
 
Ariadne  
http://ariadne.cs.kuleuven.be/AriadneFinder 
 
Curriki  
www.curriki.org 
 
Federal Registry for Ed. Excellence  
http://free.ed.gov 
 
JISC UK  
www.jiscdigitalmedia.ac.uk/guide/finding-
video-audio-and-imagesonline/# 
 
Jorum UK  
http://www.jorum.ac.uk 
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• ·         Carleton VidéoTech for French as a Second Language 
• ·         Durham College for apprentices 
• ·         Fanshawe College  learning objects for apprentices 
•           Shingwauk project with resources on residential schools   
• ·         UOIT – student support for maths and writing 
• ·         UofOttawa – Visez Juste language tools for  
      (Francophones living in Anglophone environments) 

• ·         Uof Toronto – MOOCs and learning objects  
• ·         Western – anatomy slide sets 
• ·         York – student learning support through SPARK, a virtual learning 
     commons 

  
 

OER in 

56 

http://www.contactnorth.ca/pockets-innovation/videotech
http://www.contactnorth.ca/pockets-innovation/linking-online-and-experiential-learning
http://www.contactnorth.ca/pockets-innovation/creating-learning-objects
http://www.contactnorth.ca/pockets-innovation/shingwauk-project
http://www.contactnorth.ca/pockets-innovation/noolca
http://www.contactnorth.ca/pockets-innovation/beyond-classroom
http://www.contactnorth.ca/pockets-innovation/massive-open-online-courses-moocs-first-steps-university-toronto
http://www.contactnorth.ca/pockets-innovation/online-microscopic-anatomy-laboratory-courses-including-virtual-microscopy-slides
http://www.contactnorth.ca/pockets-innovation/spark-virtual-learning-commons


4. 
Develop/Manage/Assem

ble your own OER 
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Mobile learning 

4.5 billion mobile subscriptions 

1.5 billion mobile internet 
users 

1/3 only access internet 
via mobile 

90% of world population is covered by cellular 

More time 
spent on 
Internet 

with 
Mobile 

than with 
desktops 
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http://farm2.static.flickr.com/1048/1022720488_0a1b779fc8.jpg 59 



Design for Mobile FIRST 



OPENNESS 

Digital convergence: 

TV 

Email 

Electronic book 

Computer 

Telephone 

Radio 

WWW 

Fax 

Clock 

Camera 
                

                 

Handy 21 Oxygen project MIT 

PDA 

            

Nokia 

5510 

                                                                 

Game player 
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Designing/Managing/Assembling OER? 
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Check what’s already out there 
 
Web sites, CBT, print, video 

OER Assembly 
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Learning objects 

Lesson 

Module 

Component 

Course 

Programme 
Course 
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OER’s are Open (Mostly) 

• OERs can be: 

– Augmented 

– Edited 

– Customized 

– Aggregated  

– Reformatted 

– Mashups! 

 
See Scott Leslie’s 10 minute video at 
 http://www.edtechpost.ca/gems/opened.htm 
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OER: Course Assembly 
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OER: Deboning 
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Find 

http://mediaspin.com/blog/?paged=18 

http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3171/3080636881_91692258ae_z.jpg?zz=1 
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If good materials are available, use them 
 
 Adapt your curriculum to include cool 
content 

OER Assembly 
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Games  

Evony 

Hidden 
expedition: 
Titanic 

http://www.freegameaccess.com/play-hidden-expedition-
titanic.htm 
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Estimate costs. 
Double them! 

OER Assembly 
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Toys? 
Sony’s PSP GO 

Mobile phone 

CD Shape 

Gizmondo 
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http://techdigestuk.typepad.com/.shared/image.html?/photos/uncategorized/gizmondo_1_screen.jpg


= 2 jiffies  or 200 milliseconds 
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Assemble. Don’t create 

OER Assembly 
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Mix & Match 

http://my.aegean.gr/gallery/8310-1/stress-student.gif 
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Adapt  
Reuse  
Remix 
Repurpose 

OER Assembly 
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Know the content 

OER Assembly 
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Work to deadlines 

OER Assembly 
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Schedule & Scope 
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Be flexible 

Nassim Taleb 

OER Assembly 
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Is the generalizability of content 
important for OER? 

Is it possible?  
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Generalisability is  
Important. 

OER Assembly 
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Alternate 
learning routes 
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OER Development 
 

Standards 
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Don’t analyse 
Don’t plan 
Do it 

OER Assembly 
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4. Deal with Copyright 
requirements 
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They hang the man and flog the woman 
Who steals the goose from off the common 
But leaves the greater villain loose 
Who steals the common from off the goose. 

      Anonymous 1764 or 1821? 

Stealing the Goose 
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An Act for the 
Encouragement of 
Learning  

Statute of Queen Anne 1710 
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Remove barriers to access 

• No one owns creative 
works 

• Creations belong to 
everyone 

• Creations are public 
goods 
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Privileged Monopoly 
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• imposing duties 
• restricting freedom 
• inflicting burden on users 
Waldron 

 

Intellectual Property ? 
OR 
a manifestation of government 
intervention in social relations May 
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Benefits of Sharing 
• Preserves authors’ rights 

– Openness makes plagiarism difficult; No incentive  

– Attribution 

– to lie about source 

– Institutional marketing  

– Services not content  

– Expands creator’s careers 
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Canadian Supreme Court 

Pentalogy, July, 2012 

93 



Fair Dealing 
 WRONG       RIGHT  

NO Class copies Class copies are ok 

✔ ✗ 
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Fair Dealing 
 

WRONG       RIGHT  

NO course packs Course packs are ok 
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Fair Dealing 
 WRONG       RIGHT  

10%  limit or 
even 5% 

A “reasonable amount” 
can be copied with a large 
and liberal interpretation 
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Fair Dealing 
 WRONG       RIGHT  

Digital “book burning” 
is necessary 

Destroying copies 
has little relevance 
if any 
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Fair Dealing 
 WRONG       RIGHT  

Overly restrictive & 
unnecessary 
requirements 

Large & liberal 
interpretation 
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Technological 

Protection  

Measures 
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• Includes EDUCATION in Fair Dealing 
•Expands the pentalogy conditions even further
  
Fear of being sued is reduced: 
 MUST prove financial harm 
 $5K limit on fines for non-commercial 
infringements 
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Support for Authors 

• Colleges, universities and 
students buy texts 

• Colleges license works 

• This supports authors 

• This is not a copyright free-
for-all 

 

101 



I am not a lawyer 
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4. Explore wordwide best 
practices 
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•$2 billion 
for OER 

104 
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POLAND 
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Avoir Project 

108 

South Africa 



Washington State 
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Utah 
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California 
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• BC Campus licence 

• Online Programme Development Fund 

• 40 First year post-secondary courses as OER 
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Alberta 

• $2 million for OER?  
• Post-secondary 
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OER Books 

COL.ORG 
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How to participate? 
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https://oerknowledgecloud.com/ 

OER: Successful  Practices 
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Fred Mulder 

PhD in the study of OER 
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Susan D’Antoni 
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Global OER Graduate Network 

Characteristics 
• Umbrella for PhD research on OER in a global network of 

universities / researchers (decentralized model) 
• Addressing fundaments, design, applications, context, 

evaluation, etcetera, linked to a wide range of disciplines  
• Key are the PhD candidates, both full-time and part-time 
• Joint supervision by 2-3 experts / (co-)promoters 
• Rely on QA system of the promoter’s university & country 
• Knowledge dissemination with the GradNetwork label 
• Lightly supervised by a GradNetwork Board 
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Why OERu? 
Present systems are unsustainable. 
 
Present systems are not scalable for universal education. 
 
We must find new more cost-effective learning systems with 
higher quality. 
 
OER will form part of this solution:  
 
 How many learners?? 
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The issue 

Learners who access OER and 
acquire knowledge/skills cannot 
have their learning assessed and 
accredited 
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The view from an OERu partner 

Traditional model Traditional model OERu model 

learners 

The mini-MOOC 
Friesen & Murray 
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Priorities NOT Principles 
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“On the part of rich countries 
there is excessive zeal for 
protecting knowledge 
through an unduly rigid 
assertion of the right to 
intellectual property . . .” 

    - Pope Benedict XVI 
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“On the part of rich countries there 
is excessive zeal for protecting 
knowledge through an unduly 
rigid assertion of the right to 
intellectual property . . .” 

    - Pope Benedict XVI 
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The restriction of the 
commons by patents, 
copyright, and databases 
[right] is not in the interests of 
society and unduly hampers 
scientific endeavour. 
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"Let's put all this hype about change and 

transformation in perspective. It's underhyped." 

"There's something 

coming after us, and I 

imagine it is something 

wonderful.” " 
Danny Hillis, Wired 

Change 
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 General Eric Shinseki, retired Chief of Staff, U. S. Army 

132 



So, let’s wake up and smell the coffee 
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OER Experts 
• Wayne Mackintosh NZ, UNESCO/COL Chair in OER 

mackintosh.wayne@gmail.com 
• Fred Mulder NL, UNESCO Chair in OER 

Fred.Mulder@ou.nl 
• Tel Amiel Brazil, tamiel@unicamp.br 
• David Wiley, USA, david.wiley@gmail.com 
• Cable Green USA, cable@creativecommons.org 
 
• Rory McGreal, UNESCO/COL Chair in OER rory@athabascau.ca 
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rory@athabascau.ca 

http://www.col.org/resources/publications/Pages/detail.aspx?PID=446 

THANK YOU 
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twitter.com/Conta
ctNorth 

facebook.com/Co
ntactNorth 

For more information: 
Professor Rory McGreal 

rory@athabascau.ca 

mailto:rory@athabascau.ca


Related material 
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2008: CCK08 

Stephen Downes, George Siemens 

The First Massive Open Online Course (MOOC) 

http://ltc.umanitoba.ca/wiki/Connectivism_2008  

G. Siemens 
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http://ltc.umanitoba.ca/wiki/Connectivism_2008


ITC 23% 

Arts 28% 
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2007:  

The Wiley Wiki 

An Open Course 

based in a wiki 

 

Participants from 

around the world  

contributed to the 

creation of the course 

G. Siemens 
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2007: Alec Couros 

Social Media and Open Education 

Open online course sessions with guest experts 

from around the world G. Siemens 
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Why is CCK08 the First MOOC? 

It combines open content (Wiley) 

and open teaching (Couros) 

But also… 

http://ltc.umanitoba.ca/wiki/Connectivism_2008  
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AI-Class: Redefining Massive 

More than 100,000 people signed up for pre-

registration 

http://www.ai-class.com/   144 
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MobiMOOC 
http://mobimooc.wikispaces.com/   

Supporting Mobile Learning Technology 

Inge de 

Waard 

G. Siemens 
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From Joi Ito’s Web 
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What technology has 

done more to destroy 

human community 

than any other? 

Could it be the portable book? 

Community or accessibility? 
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