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Seminar format

• Covering main issues in 

Chapters 10 of Teaching in a 

Digital Age 

• Short presentations followed by 

discussion

• General discussion after 45 

minutes
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Topics

• Open textbooks

• Open research

• OERs

• MOOCs

• New designs around OER



Open textbooks

• Open is a ‘continuum’

• BC open textbook project: most 

‘foundation year’ courses (university 

and college): 173 texts

• $1.6 million in savings in two years

• Teaching in a Digital Age: 50,000 

downloads; 10 languages 

• Why not more popular?



Questions/discussion

5

Why are open textbooks not used more?



Open research and data

• All publicly funded research 

must be published in an open 

access journal: 11,000 + open 

access journals

• More government data open

• Increased access for student 

research

• All (?) content will be free 

and online - eventually



MOOCs

• cMOOCs (Siemens, Downes, Cormier): 

different instructors; web 

conferencing; students use social 

media; massive ‘communities of 

practice’; FutureLearn?; connectivist

• xMOOCs: Coursera; edX; lecture 

capture; peer review, computer 

testing; massive online broadcasting: 

behaviorist

•
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cMOOCs

• Driven by Stanford, Harvard, MIT

• Attempts at accreditation but 

assessment a massive challenge

• Ignored prior research from credit 

online courses; good content, poor 

pedagogy

• No credible business models yet

• BUT: useful for non-credit continuing 

education
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The Future of MOOCs

• Continuing/non-formal education: 

choice of topic critical

• Shorter in length (20-30 mins) and 

frequency (four to six)

• Smaller: 1,000 – 5,000 range

• Improved design: more ‘organized’ 

social interaction; more SME support

• Mainly for corporate branding

• Use for credit much more problematic
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OER and MOOCs

• Increasing number of OER

• BUT: many poor quality (teaching and production)

• MOOCs: often free but not open: poor pedagogy
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Maximizing open: 
‘advanced’ online course design

core skill: knowledge management

how to find, analyze, evaluate and 

apply information

open content within a learning design

student-generated multimedia 

content: online project work

assessment by e-portfolios

just one example: new designs needed



Questions/discussion
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Why are open educational resources not used more?

Why the publicity for MOOCs but not OER?

Difference between OER and open education?



General discussion about open education
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1. How could you redesign your 

courses to make better use of 

OER?

2. What stops universities from 

collaborating/sharing OER?

3. How could open education 

change the way we offer 

programs?



Modularization

• all CREDIT courses 50% online +

• cannibalization: online modules/OERs 

re-packaged as certificates/MOOCs; 

• fully online an extension of hybrid 

academic programs

• fully online professional masters: self-

financing

• result: academic departments will 

move into lifelong learning
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Trends:
disaggregated services

Learners choose among services:

• admission/career counselling,

• teaching/academic learner support

• campus experience

• qualifications: ‘challenge’ exams

• lifelong learning

• differential pricing 
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