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Strengthening Ontario’s Centres of Creativity, Innovation and Knowledge

On June 27, 2012, the Honourable Glen Murray, Minister of Training, Colleges and Universities, released a 

discussion paper titled Strengthening Ontario’s Centres of Creativity, Innovation and Knowledge on ideas for 

post-secondary education in Ontario.

For the past 25 years, Contact North | Contact Nord, as part of its mandate to support access and outreach 

to small, rural and remote communities throughout Ontario, has supported the province’s 24 public colleges, 

20 public universities and over 250 literacy, basic skills and other training providers to expand access to high 

quality learning opportunities for Ontarians no matter where they live.  

Contact North | Contact Nord supports the post-secondary education and training sector to reach and serve 

more students in small, rural and remote communities throughout Ontario in a cost-effective, efficient and 

productive way through its province-wide support including:

•	112	online	learning	centres,	primarily	in	small,	rural	and	remote	communities,	including	 

 Aboriginal communities, across the province providing every college and university with  

 local support and recruitment services

•	Three	synchronous	learning	technologies	platforms;	related	technical	support	services;	 

 and instructor training available at no charge to every college and university

•	Since	2010,	the	Ontario	Online	Learning	Portal	for	Students	promotes	the	online	and	 

 distance education programs and courses from every college and university through a  

 single web portal

In 2012-2013, within its current budget, Contact North | Contact Nord is undertaking nine major initiatives to 

step up and do more to support the sector in direct response to the call for more innovation, productivity and 

collaboration by the Minister and the Ministry.

The graphic on the next page illustrates how Contact North | Contact Nord is, within its mandate and within its 

current budget, contributing in concrete ways to the vision being considered for post-secondary education in 

Ontario through the Minister’s discussion paper.  By building on its existing services to do more in the future, 

Contact North | Contact Nord is in the unique position of literally “hitting the ground running” and ramping up 

these enhanced services, as it has successfully done in the past.
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