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INTERACTION AND 
ENGAGEMENT THROUGH ICE-

BREAKING ACTIVITIES

CREATING ENGAGING 
PRESENTATIONS

ENGAGEMENT AND 
INTERACTION IN BREAKOUT 

ROOMS



Basic principles for interactive and 

engaging sessions

Create 
welcoming 

environment

Foster 
community 

building

“Chunk” 
content 

presentations

Promote 
active 

learning 

National Academy of Sciences 
https://www.pnas.org/content/116/39/19251



1. Interaction and engagement 

through ice-breaking activities

credit GovLoop.com



Engagement in Waiting Room



Activity, agenda, link

Your meeting name 
appears here 
automatically



In-meeting ice-breaker activities

• Student (or you) posts “Two truths, One Lie.” Everyone votes. 



In meeting ice-breaker activities

• Instructor posts question, students vote



Other in meeting ice-breaker ideas

Ask students to show a virtual 
background that reflects themselves

Quiz with visual answers



2. Creating engaging presentations



Pay attention to physical setup!



Source https://er.educause.edu/blogs/2021/2/putting-
your-best-self-forward-6-keys-for-filming-quality-
videos#fn1



My physical setup



Screensharing PowerPoint



Get student feedback directly in PPT/Google 

Slides – Polleverywhere.com



Sharing - iPhone/iPad



Advanced sharing



Creating engaging presentations 

with OBS Studio!

https://obsproject.com



OBS 
Studio

Zoom 



3. Engagement and interaction in 

breakout rooms

credit Business Insider



Guiding principles…

Equitable 
distribution of 

labour

Sustained work 
may be better

Get rid of grade 
competition 

within group?

Assign prework
Define activity 

boundaries

Davidson et al, Inside Higher Education





Pre-assigned breakout rooms



Enable desired tools before 

moving to rooms



Ideas for interactive/engaging 

activities in breakout rooms

Discussions Whiteboard Wiki Google docs



Discussion groups

Make sure to structure task
Assign student responsibilities 

eg facilitator, recorder, 
researchers, reporter



Whiteboard collaboration



Wiki ideas



Collaboration on Google Docs



Reporting back to full class

• Oral presentation

• Google Slides 

using instructor 

prepared template

• Teach mini-lesson

• Video played 

and/or posted with 

follow-up activity



Thank you!
http://ronowston.ca

Challenge – before your 
next class try out a 
something new you 
learned today

April 9 OBS Studio 


