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Ways to Engage Today
1. We’ll take deliberate chat breaks 

throughout today’s talk! 

2. Feel free to live tweet if that’s your 
preference: 

@ContactNorth @jenae_cohn 





What do all 
meaningful 

learning 
experiences have 

in common?



Interaction



How Do We Prepare?

1 2
Forget About 
Synch/Asynch

Develop Shared 
Vocabulary

3 4
Less is More Universal Design for 

Learning



Forget About 
Synch/Asynch
(Yes, really)



Learning 
Activity 
Type 

(e.g. large-group 
discussion, 
small-group 
activity, individual 
writing, 
think-pair-share)

Why?

(e.g. “This activity 
promotes 
independent 
reflection before 
students share 
their ideas.”)

Where?

(e.g. In the 
classroom at 
tables, in the 
classroom on 
computers, outside 
in the quad, at 
home on Canvas)

Tools 
Needed

(e.g. tables, 
whiteboards, 
computers, 
collaboration 
stations, Google 
Docs, etc.)

Alternatives

(e.g. this type of activity 
could be conducted 
out-of-class OR this type 
of activity could be done 
on in a discussion forum 
rather than on a 
whiteboard)

Your 
Questions
 
(e.g. “Is it possible 
to do this kind of 
activity online?” OR 
“How might this 
activity be better 
designed to center 
the student?)



Roundabout Design (Flower Darby, 2021)



How have you 
made decisions 
about pacing in 

your course?



Develop 
Shared 
Vocabulary



Focus on local 
material 

constraints and 
affordances.



Khan, B.H. (2003). The global e-learning 
framework. The Technology Source. May/June.



What are some local 
constraints and 
affordances of 

learning spaces in 
your context?



Less is More



“Our Slipped-Down Pandemic Pedagogy” 
David Gooblar (2021)

“I would much rather my students read one 
chapter closely, so that they’re able to 

understand its central concepts and discuss 
them in class, than skim three chapters and 
barely remember what they read. I’d rather 
they put their energies into completing a 
two-page assignment that engages their 
abilities in a manageable amount of time 

than struggle to finish a 10-page paper that 
brings them more anxiety than knowledge.” 



Tips for Doing Less

1. Prioritize core texts/problems
2. Look back at past student work and see 

what texts have had the greatest impact 
for assessments/engagements

3. Maximize interactions and engagements 
between students and instructors 



Universal 
Design for 
Learning





Create Multiple Pathways for Engagement

Options for 
Readings

Options for 
Reading Tools 

& 
Text-to-Speech 

Applications



Long Story 
Short



Sweat synch & 
asynch choices

Focus on engagement!

DON’T... DO...



Get hung up on 
modes 

terminology

Consider your local 
conditions and student 

understandings and 
expectations.

DON’T... DO...



Try to pack in too 
much content

Consider multiple 
options for engagement 

& representation on a 
focused set of activities

DON’T... DO...



All Learning is 
Online 

Learning



Questions?
Jenae Cohn, Ph.D.

https://www.jenaecohn.net
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